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midnight, ensuring that every single 
thing in this bill has been looked over 
carefully to make sure that we got it 
right. 

And we are getting it right tonight 
for the American people, for our econ-
omy, and for the future of our great 
country. 

I yield to my colleague from Vir-
ginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

f 

H.R. 3684 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I also 
want to, first of all, thank all of my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle. 
Senator SINEMA and Senator PORTMAN 
have taken the lead. I want to thank 
them both—and Senator PORTMAN for 
taking at least 40 seconds of my time 
to enumerate all of our colleagues who 
were part of this effort. 

I also want to thank the staff and ac-
knowledge, as he did, the incredibly 
important role the White House played. 
At some point in this process, the 
White House realized that they 
couldn’t just support this initiative, 
but they actually had to own it, and 
they were intimately involved in all of 
the details, and it is something that I 
know they will share with all my 
Democratic colleagues. 

I also want to thank the majority 
leader. He has given us the time we 
need to get here, to get a 3,000—close to 
a 3,000-page bill to this floor, this com-
prehensive. I know it has taken a little 
more time than, maybe, all of us 
thought, but the fact is we have been 
talking about this for 30 years under 
Democrats, Republicans—both polit-
ical parties at various times over the 
last 30 years—because Senator 
PORTMAN is right. Other nations are 
now investing at a level much greater 
than ours. So this record of a $550 bil-
lion investment in hard infrastructure 
over 5 years has never been done be-
fore. 

Senator MANCHIN often pointed out, 
as we were sometimes feuding and 
fighting over some of the details, that 
no pothole ever decided it was only 
going to hit a Democrat or a Repub-
lican. It hit everybody’s cars. 

We all know we have got thousands 
of bridges that need to be repaired. We 
all know that, post-COVID, high-speed 
broadband is not a ‘‘nice to have’’; it is 
a necessity. We all know too many 
Americans go without access to clean 
drinking water. 

This legislation will be debated and, I 
hope, passed in a strong bipartisan 
way. We will show our country, and we 
will show the world that no country 
around the world can keep up with us 
when we make these kind of invest-
ments. 

I thank my colleagues. 
With that, I yield to my great friend, 

the Senator from Maine. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine. 

H.R. 3684 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, let me 
begin my remarks this evening by ex-
pressing my appreciation to Senators 
PORTMAN and SINEMA for their extraor-
dinary leadership of our group, our bi-
partisan group, of 10 Senators, who 
have labored so hard to bring before 
the Senate the bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act. 

This legislation represents the most 
significant investment in our infra-
structure since the construction of the 
Interstate Highway System. Think 
about that. For generations, for dec-
ades, we have talked about the need to 
rebuild our roads and our bridges, our 
airports, our seaports, our waterways, 
our water treatment systems, and, 
today, to expand high-speed internet 
access to Americans throughout our 
country no matter where they live— 
whether they are in the northern re-
gions of Maine or an inner city neigh-
borhood—and that is exactly what this 
legislation would do. 

I want to just quickly give an exam-
ple from my own State of Maine. 

Maine has 315 bridges and nearly 1,500 
miles of roads that are rated as being 
in poor condition. Now the State of 
Maine will have the funding that will 
enable it to make major investments in 
the repair and replacement of this crit-
ical infrastructure. I am particularly 
pleased that the legislation includes 
$65 billion to expand access to 
broadband. 

And I want to thank my colleague 
Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN, who worked 
so closely with me. We were partners in 
this endeavor, and this is going to 
make such a difference to students who 
are doing online courses, to seniors 
who want access to telemedicine, to in-
dividuals who are able to work from 
home, but none of that is possible with-
out access to high-speed internet serv-
ices. 

I am very pleased to be part of this 
group, and I am also delighted to dem-
onstrate to the American people that 
we can work across the aisle in a bipar-
tisan way to achieve real results that 
matter to the people of this country. 

I yield to the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

f 

H.R. 3684 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I am 
very proud to be here with the rest of 
my colleagues to present this bill that 
will make the biggest investment in in-
frastructure, as Senator COLLINS said 
so well, since the Interstate Highway 
System back in the 1950s. 

This is really an extraordinary work 
product that results from the leader-
ship of Senators SINEMA and PORTMAN 
and from the cooperation of everybody 
on this floor. There were an equal num-
ber of Democrats and Republicans—a 
number who are not here tonight who 
have worked on this bill—the work of 

committee chairs and ranking mem-
bers in the Senate who have done so 
much to put together underlying bills 
that we used in moving this forward 
and, of course, all of the staff from our 
personal offices, from the Appropria-
tions Committee, from all of the com-
mittees that worked on this bill. 

As has been said, this is the biggest 
investment in infrastructure with $550 
million—billion in new spending over 
the next 5 years. It builds on annual 
appropriations. It is an investment in 
roads and bridges, in water and waste-
water, and transit, the electric grid. 

We have got to do this because right 
now we are investing less than our 
competitors—less than China, less than 
India, less than Europe; less than we 
were spending in the United States in 
the 1960s. And if we are going to stay 
competitive, if we are going to provide 
opportunities for the people in this 
country, we have got to make these in-
vestments. 

As my partner in broadband said, if 
kids are going to have an equal oppor-
tunity for the future, then they need to 
have access to high-speed internet. 

More important, I think, is the point 
that all of my colleagues so far have 
made, and that is that this bill shows 
that Republicans and Democrats can 
work together to address the needs of 
this country; that our government is 
not broken. We can make it work if ev-
erybody works together. 

So I know we have a lot of work 
ahead of us to get this bill through the 
floor of the Senate and then through 
the House, and get the help out to the 
American people. But I know that in 
this Chamber we are committed to get-
ting that done and to making sure that 
we make these investments to move 
the country forward. 

So thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield to my colleague from Alaska, 

Senator MURKOWSKI. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KAINE). The Senator from Alaska. 

f 

H.R. 3684 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, it 
is indeed a pleasure to be on the floor, 
even though it is a little bit late on a 
Sunday evening, but to be here with 
colleagues that we have spent probably 
more time with one another than we 
have with our families, our spouses, 
our roommates, and what have you. 
But we have been working to build a 
product not only that we are proud to 
stand behind but a product that I be-
lieve the American public will be proud 
of the work that we have put into 
this—work not just of this group but, 
again, the broader group of 22. 

And also we recognize the very solid 
work that comes from our committees. 
We recognize all that was built at the 
committee level to help kick-start in 
so many different—in so many dif-
ferent—areas, but also to build the 
base of much of this infrastructure bill 
that we have in front of us today. 
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My friend and colleague from West 

Virginia, Senator MANCHIN, the chair-
man of the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee—when we started 
to sit down and focus on what we were 
going to do with infrastructure, the ne-
cessity for a power piece was impor-
tant. It was critical to what we were 
building. And so the committee went 
to work, put together, I think, a good 
product that moved out of the com-
mittee on a bipartisan basis, and that 
served as really the base for the title 
that is part of this measure, building 
on the energy act that we moved out of 
this body last year. 

So the work that has gone into it has 
been a collaborative process through-
out the way—very much an iterative 
process, as I might add, as well. 

But I think we recognize that the 
good, solid work that has been put into 
this to date is just really the beginning 
of bringing in more of the efforts and 
input from our colleagues from this 
body from around the country. 

You know, when you think about in-
frastructure, infrastructure connects 
us. Infrastructure brings us together. 
And so whether you are from a rural 
State, like mine, or from an urban 
State, like the occupant of the Chair, 
when we are able to move safely and ef-
ficiently, when we are able to commu-
nicate affordably and quickly and effi-
ciently, when we are able to ensure 
that our systems are all working to-
gether, this is what makes us the 
strong, competitive Nation that we 
are. 

So there is extraordinary policy in 
this product, but the process that has 
gotten us here this evening is one that, 
while hard and arduous, as the Senator 
from Arizona has noted, this is what we 
come here to do. We have come here to 
do the hard work, to do the necessary 
work. And tonight we are at that place 
where we can begin to take up the in-
frastructure product that we have been 
working on for months now and what 
the country is waiting for deserves. 

With that, I turn to my friend and 
colleague from West Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

f 

H.R. 3684 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I want 
to thank my colleagues. This has been 
the most enjoyable venture for the last 
6 to 8 weeks. 

So many people have given up on the 
Senate. They have given up on Con-
gress. They have given up on our abil-
ity to be able to do the big things. 

This is big. This is a big deal. And I 
don’t care who is looking at it any way 
they can, it has been said that nothing 
like this has been done in 30 years. It 
hasn’t. We have all talked about it. We 
all knew it. 

Senator WARNER said that, basically, 
potholes and bridges don’t have names. 
They don’t have Republican and Demo-
crat identification. It will hurt us all, 
and it has. 

It is something that every adminis-
tration for the past four to five admin-
istrations knew had to be done, and 
they didn’t because this is hard. It is 
not easy. 

They call us a deliberative body. This 
is true to what deliberation is about: to 
come to an agreement. And it takes an 
awful lot of time, a lot of patience, and 
a lot of effort. We did that. 

And when you think about it, having 
Majority Leader CHUCK SCHUMER and 
the leader of the Republican Party, 
MITCH MCCONNELL, vote for this piece 
of legislation, that says a lot about it; 
that it is needed. The American people 
are speaking loud and clear. The polls 
are overwhelming, whether it is Demo-
crat, Republican, Independent—they 
could care less. They want their infra-
structure repaired. 

Let’s rebuild America. We talk about 
it a lot. And when you think about 
this, this is the largest long-term jobs 
program that we have done—that we 
have ever done—for an awful long time. 

They talk about, basically, that the 
economy is soaring now, and they fig-
ure it will taper off and maybe even go 
down. This will prevent that from hap-
pening. These are great jobs. In every 
city, in every part of the county, in 
every State in America, great jobs are 
going to be available for people who 
want good-paying, high-skill jobs with 
benefits. 

This is the bill that will do it for 
them, and this will keep us going from 
5 to 10 years, not just 1 year. It is not 
just a ‘‘one blip’’ on the radar screen 
and we are done. This is for 5 to 10 
years, and we can continue to build on 
it. 

There are only a few things that 
bring us together as Americans, that 
bring us together as Congress, that we 
all gather around. One is the military. 
I have never seen a military piece of 
legislation or NDAA that we all didn’t 
rally around and pass, whether Demo-
crat or Republican. We knew it had to 
be done for the sake of our country. 
And infrastructure is the second. I 
have never seen anything so popular as 
infrastructure. 

People say: Oh, JOE, we need it done. 
And these are people that might be 
hardcore left or hardcore right. They 
could care less. They want their infra-
structure. They want their roads. They 
want their children safe on the buses. 
They want to be able to travel and 
communicate. 

They want internet service, if you 
live in Maine or if you live in rural 
Alaska or you live in rural West Vir-
ginia or New Hampshire or Virginia or 
Louisiana or Utah and also in Ohio. 
Wherever you may be, they want it. 
They want to be able to communicate 
and compete for the jobs of the 21st 
century. 

This is largest investment in clean 
drinking water and wastewater infra-
structure in American history—the 
largest. It is the largest dedicated 
bridge investment since the construc-
tion of the interstate highway system. 

It is the largest investment in clean 
energy transmission and infrastructure 
in the history of our country. It is the 
largest Federal investment in pas-
senger rail since the creation of Am-
trak. Think about that. Think of what 
I just said. It is the largest we have 
ever done. This is something. 

Now, I have always said that the best 
politics is good government. We do 
something good, and we can all take 
credit for it. I have seen people take 
credit for things they voted against 
when it was so good. This is one they 
can. They can say it is going to be 
great, go home, you will enjoy it. 

I can tell you also what the delibera-
tive body that we are and the greatest 
deliberative body in the world. By de-
liberation, it brings us together. We 
know each other. We know each other’s 
families. We care about each other. We 
don’t look at each as Democrat or Re-
publican. These are my friends, my in-
dividual friends, who I think basically 
would have my back at any time of the 
day and I would have theirs. 

This is what brings us—this is what 
people want. They want to see us work. 
And I want to thank—I will thank— 
Majority Leader CHUCK SCHUMER. He 
has been adamant about let’s pass this 
bill. Hurry up. Now, he has pushed us a 
little bit faster sometimes, but it is de-
liberation. We got through it. But he 
wanted the bill to happen. 

And I think, really—I think deep 
down—that MITCH MCCONNELL wants 
the bill. He has voted for it. He wants 
it too. 

So when you have both leaders push-
ing for it on both sides of the aisle, this 
is something that is going to get across 
the line, and I really believe very 
strongly in it. 

It includes the energy infrastructure 
act that passed the ENR, with Senator 
MURKOWSKI, then as the majority, as 
the chairman of Energy and Natural 
Resources. We worked on it together— 
a great piece of legislation. 

We are talking about energy that is 
going to be making and keeping Amer-
ica energy independent, but doing it 
cleaner than at any time in the world, 
anyplace in the world. We are going to 
be the leader for the world. You can’t 
eliminate your way to a clean environ-
ment, but you can innovate your way. 
That is what this bill has. 

It has the commitment to research 
and development that will define basi-
cally the way that we can clean up the 
climate, which we are all responsible 
for. 

So I am very proud to be part of this 
and proud of all of you, my colleagues, 
that I have worked with and I think 
the world of. 

This is something we should be proud 
of. This is a give-and-take proposition. 
Nobody got what they wanted; every-
body got what we needed. And that is 
the most important thing. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
Now, I yield to my good friend from 

Louisiana. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
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